Model: Yamaha TX 750/4   (Yamonda)

Year Purchased: 1972

Cost: $1590 
My dream was to buy a Honda 750/4 but unfortunately its cost was just out of my reach. (I did realise that dream 25 years later). My compromise of a Honda 500/4 went out the window when I saw the Yamaha TX 750.
Being keen to see what this bike could do, I began riding it hard. Within 4 months the bike was having some major problems!  (Cranks and cam shafts) Correspondence with Yamaha came with this advice, “This bike is not meant to be ridden hard.” At the age of 20 I thought “They are kidding”. (I still do).
My younger brother owned a K1 Honda 4 which unfortunately came off second best with a car.  All that was left was a good motor. As my motor was out of the bike more than in it I decided to let my brother take over the final payments and have my bike. He came up with the bright idea of getting a 750/4 motor fitted to the Yamaha. This was done by Ian Kratzmann in Brisbane in 1977. It was a big job with lots of modifications as you can see (frame, fuel tank and much more). The result was a fantastic bike which drew lots of interest at the time.
In 1980 the bike was parked up with a blown head gasket. A CBX had now caught his time and attention. 
In 2005, I decided to see if my brother would let me get her going again. When I got the old girl back my good mate Roger was only too happy to help.
Today you are seeing it much as it was back in the 70’s.  I’ve just got it going for the time being. Couldn’t wait to ride it again! She handles much better than my Honda 4, and with a 900 MTC kit with high compression pistons (done by Phase 4 back in about 1977)  and Dellorto carbies  it does get up and go! I intend to continue to restore her to her former glory and am happy to share her with you today!
okeefe@bigpond.net.au

